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Building a Cedar Flower Box 

 

Begin by custom designing the cedar window box to the window width. The box 
should be as wide as the window frame including trim. This width can vary based 
on personal preference, but the look of an equal width window box to the window 
frame is quite appealing.  Additionally, use 1" thick cedar for this project, thicker 
boards will increase the weight, and prove cumbersome for removal during the 
winter months or replanting in the spring. 

If considering placing long plastic planters in the cedar window box rather than 
planting directly, buy the planters first as the depth, width and length will determine 
the cedar window box size. If planting within the box directly, the dimensions are 
not as critical. 

The advantage of using plastic planters is so you can lift the planter out of the box to 
change soil or plants. This method is best for second story windows or any window 
too high to get to from the ground. 
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Building the Cedar Window Box 
Start by cutting 1" thick cedar into the required pieces: 
* Two pieces the same size for the front and back. These lengths should match the 
window width.  
* Two pieces the same size for the sides. The size of these should reflect the width 
and depth you choose.  
* One piece for the bottom. This piece should be the same length as the front and 
back, and two inches wider than the sides. 

 

Next, pre-drill guide holes in the front and back pieces at each end. Repeat on 
the bottom piece but drill an additional one-inch hole in the middle to allow for 
drainage. 

 

Now, glue the front and back pieces to the sides - be certain the correct sides are 
exposed outward. Waterproof wood glue works well.  

 

Then, using the pre-drilled holes as guides, screw the front and back pieces to 
the sides with 1-1/3-inch galvanized screws. These screws will provide ample 
stability and not react with the natural preservatives within the western red cedar. 

 

Lastly, glue the bottom piece to the bottom of your window box and screw that 
into place as well. Then sand, prime and paint the window box if you desire. 

 

      Mounting Your Flower Box to the House (if desired) 
       Many mounting options are acceptable. For windows extended to or near the 
ground, simply place the window box under the window for a nice touch. For higher 
windows, begin the mounting process by drilling two 1/2-inch-diameter holes in the 
back of the cedar window box, approximately a quarter-way in from each end and 1-
1/2-inch below the top edge. Holding the cedar window box in position under the 
window, hammer a 3/8-inch hanger bolt through each hole onto the house siding 
enough to make an indentation or mark. 
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Next, remove the window box and drill two 1/2-inch pilot holes at the 
indentation marks. When installing the hanger bolts, allow two inches of each bolt 
to protrude from the house. Hang the window box on the hanger bolts and screw a 
3/8-inch washer and nut on the end of each bolt. 

 

Things You'll Need: 

• 1-inch cedar plank  

• Drill and bits  

• 1 1/3-inch galvanized wood screws  

• Waterproof wood glue  

• Saw  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Green Life™ is our free information and sharing program that is focused on helping 
families learn about living and playing outdoors with a positive impact on our environment! 

It’s free to join…just visit www.MetroGreenScape.com/green.asp to join! 
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